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Two possible routes 

Graduate school 

• Masters and/or PhD 

• Often leads to 

professional research 

(in academia or with 

a company) 

 

 

Job right after Bachelors 

degree 

• A job is not a career 

• Your first job will 

likely not be your only 

job 









Employers in California that Recently Hired 

New Physics Bachelor Recipients 

• AerospaceComputing, Inc.  

• Amgen, Inc.  

• Apple, Inc.  

• Applied Operations Research, Inc.  

• Boeing  

• California Analytical Instruments  

• E&M Electric  

• Electronic Arts  

• Electro-Optical Industries  

• Fire Cause Analysis  

• General Atomics  

• GreenVolts  

• IBM Almaden Research Center  

• Intel Corporation  

 

• Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL)  

• Lawrence Berkeley National 

Laboratory (LBL)  

• Lockheed Martin Corporation  

• Maxim Systems, Inc.  

• Melles Griot  

• Nanosolar, Inc.  

• NASA/Caltech Jet Propulsion Lab  

• Northrop Grumman  

• NVIDIA  

• Raytheon  

• Scripps Research Institute  

• Spectra-Physics  

• Walt Disney Imagineering  

 





Getting a PhD 

• Research Degree 

• Grad School in Physics, Astronomy, 

Engineering are most common 

• Takes an average of six years to complete 

• Two years for a masters degree 

• Most PhD education in science is funded 

• If interested, should get BS not BA 

• Undergraduate research important  









Before You Begin a Job Search 

1. Don’t get stressed out about it (3rd most 

common concern of undergrads) 

2. Make contacts from your department 

• Get to know upperclassmen 

• Try to meet alumni 

3. Make choices that will set you apart 



Setting Yourself Apart 

• A physics degree with a solid GPA is the first 

step. 

• Develop other skills 

– Computer programming, writing, communication 

– Second language, business course 

• Get some experience 

– Do an internship or arrange to “shadow” someone  

– Do research (summer or next Fall) 





Preparing to Seek Your First Job 

1. Series of questions for self-assesment 

2. Identify your own skills 

3. Determine what you value in a job 

4. Reflect on a list of assests identified by 

physicists in industry 



Preparing for a Job Search: 

Self Assessment 

1. Do I have overarching goals? 

2. Do I want my life’s story to be told through 

my own accomplishments or through my 

influence on others? 

3. Do I want my personal accomplishments to 

have tangible form? 

4. Do I want to be a generalist or specialist? 



Other Questions 

• What do I enjoy doing? 

• What are my personal strengths/weaknesses? 

• What are my technical skills and experiences? 

• What are my non-technical skills and experiences? 

• Am I better at starting a project or at follow-through? 

• Am I more a leader or a follower? 

• Am I an idea person or a detail person? 

• Am I a people person? 

• Do I prefer a task where I work alone or with others? 

• What is important to me – Money?  Job Satisfaction?  Prestige? 

• Am I willing to relocate? 

• What types of positions or responsibilities/dues are not acceptable? 

• What are my salary needs? 





Homework – Due next Monday 
• Complete the Work Values Inventory 

– Can be done at 
http://people.usd.edu/~bwjames/tut/time/workinv.html 

• Through our Career Center, take either Personal 
Assessment test (online, but requires a code) 

• Go over the lists of important skills (previous slide.)   

– What are your strengths and weaknesses? 

• Write your obituary (submit by email) 

– What do you want your legacy to be?  What do you 
want to be remembered for? 
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